
SPICES BOARD,
(MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY, GOVT OF INDIA)

SUGANDHA BHAVAN, N H BYE-PASS, PALARIVATTOM P.O.,
ERNAKULAM, KOCHI 682 025, KERALA.

Website: www.indianspices.com

Notice on publishing of GeM Bid  No.GEM/2024/B/5236018 dt 01.08.2024 

for supply of Immuno affinity Column for Aflatoxin Analysis 

SB/QEL Kochi/IAC 2024-25/GeM/E-17087                                                                   08 Aug. 2024

The  Quality  Evaluation  Laboratory  at  Kochi  of  the  Spices  Board  has  released  GeM  bid,
No.GEM/2024/B/5236018 dt 01.09.2024, inviting competitive offers in two-bid form from probable suppliers
registered as Sellers in GeM, who are meeting procedural criteria on turn over, past performance, etc., specified in
the referred GeM Bid, for supply of Immuno Affinity Column to the Quality Evaluation Laboratories situated at 8
locations in the country, for aflatoxin analysis in spices/spice products.

The total quantity to be supplied is 76,750 Nos.,  and to be distributed  among the eight Quality Evaluation
Laboratories of  the Board,  situated across the country. Quantity to be supplied among these QELs has been
specifically indicated in the GeM bid inviting offers.

Delivery : Staggered basis to each Quality Evaluation Laboratory, in two instalments of 50% of the ordered
quantity in each instalment.

Bid end date & time is 22.08.2024, 3 pm. 

Bid opening date & time is 22.08.2024, 3.30 pm.

EMD: Rs.12,25,000/- by Bank Guarantee to be uploaded along with the bid (advisory bank: Punjab National
Bank, Vennala Branch, Ernakulam, Kochi)

Evaluation method : Total value-wise.

e-Performance Bank Guarantee by the successful bidder : 3% of the L-1 bid value (advisory bank: Punjab
National Bank, Vennala Br, Kochi)

Detailed Technical Specifications of the column & the Buyer Added Additional Specific Terms & Conditions,
etc., have been uploaded along with the GeM bid.

Sd/-
Scientist (C) & in-charge of QEL

http://www.indianspices.com/
















TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR PROCUREMENT OF
IMMUNOAFFINITY COLUMNS AND ACCESSORIES FOR AFLATOXIN ANALYSIS

FOR QUALITY EVALUATION LABORATORIES OF SPICES BOARD

PUR/QEL/AFLACOLUMNS/2024 07.06.2024

All  technical  claims  should  be  substantiated  by  data,  wherever  indicated  as  “Data  submission
required” in the table below.

The vendors quoting for immunoaffinity columns shall necessarily quote for filter papers in section II 
also.

I. Immunoaffinity columns and accessories for Aflatoxins analysis

No. Specifications Details Mark 
Compliance 
(Yes/No)

1 Immunoaffinity  monoclonal  antibody  columns  for  analysis  and
quantification of Aflatoxins B2, B1, G2 and G1 at mg/kg levels in HPLC with
fluorescence detection in the range 0.5 ppb to 300 ppb or better

2 Number of columns required 76,750 Nos.

There might be a variation of upto 30% in total 
number (at the same price) if need arises during 
the contractual delivery period.

3 Traceability Columns should have batch-wise traceability.

4 Recovery from spiked samples
for Aflatoxins B1,B2,G1,G2 
using HPLC with fluorescence 
detector

At least 85%. 
Should be substantiated by analytical data
Data submission required: upload the details in
PDF form.

5 Background interference in 
HPLC fluorescence detector 
(elution of pure methanol 
through the immunoaffinity 
column, followed by injection in
HPLC and fluorescence 
detection)

Background interferences from this injection, at 
the retention times of Aflatoxins in the 
chromatogram, should be less than peaks from 
0.05 mg/kg (ppb)  aflatoxin incidence.
Data submission required: upload the blank 
chromatogram in PDF form.

6 Sensitivity Better than 0.1 mg/kg (ppb) with a wide range. 
The range of aflatoxin concentration in mg/kg for 
the column has to be specified.
Data submission required: upload the details in
PDF form.



No. Specifications Details Mark 
Compliance 
(Yes/No)

7 Shelf life At least 15 months at room temperature (20 – 
25°C) after receipt of the columns at the 
respective Quality Evaluation Laboratory of the 
Spices Board

8 Compatibility requirement For compatibility with existing elution systems in 
the Board's Quality Evaluation Laboratories, the 
Columns quoted should have 5 mm aperture 
diameter at the upper end for elution.
If not compatible, 20  Nos. of an adapter to be 
fixed at the upper end of the column which has 
an upper aperture diameter of 5mm should be 
made available to 8 QELs (8 x 20 No = 160 No).

9 Certification Columns should have AOAC collaborative test 
approval / AOAC performance test approval / 
approval from an equivalent international 
technical body. Proof should be submitted along 
with the quotation.

Data submission required: upload the details in
PDF form.

10 Certificate of confirmation from USFDA or any 
other equivalent international regulatory agency 
should be available. Proof should be submitted 
along with the quotation.

Data submission required: upload the details in
PDF form.

11 Column requirements Columns should be supplied with column labels, 
batch numbers, certificate of analysis, % of 
recoveries for each Aflatoxin and batch-wise 
expiry date, with a minimum of 85% recovery for 
aflatoxins.

12 Details of full validation of 
Aflatoxin analysis using the 
postcolumn derivatization 
system, including 
chromatograms and LOQ 
confirmation at 0.5 mg/kg [ppb] 
using HPLC - Fluorescence 
Detector, should be provided.

Should be submitted along with the quotation

Data submission required: upload the details in
PDF form.

13 Chemicals required Cost of any buffer solution or other chemicals 
required for use with the columns for HPLC - FD 
analysis should be included in the quotation, and 
made available during the supply of the columns 
in required amounts.

14 Users' List A complete users list, (preferably Government 
laboratories)  with user contact designation, 



No. Specifications Details Mark 
Compliance 
(Yes/No)

phone Nos. and email id, for the quoted brand of 
columns in India should be included along with 
the quotation. The number of such users should 
not be less than 5.

Data submission required: upload the details in
PDF form.

15 Undertaking of Quality 
Assurance:  Any batch of 
columns, which proves to be 
unsuitable due to low recovery, 
slow elution rate (not more than 3
(three) minutes (maximum), for 
10ml elution) etc., should be 
replaced immediately on  free of 
cost.

Undertaking to be provided along with the 
quotation in the bidder’s letterhead and signed by
authorized signatory.

Data submission required: upload the details in
PDF form.

16 Other requirements Any other accessory required for using the 
columns should be quoted in required numbers 
and should be made available along with the 
columns.

17 Sample Columns for 
performance evaluation as per 
the above criteria

Ten Nos. of sample columns of the same make / 
brand proposed to be supplied, along with 
necessary accessories required (if any) for the 
elution need to be submitted immediately on 
uploading the bid in GeM.

These sample columns will not be returned.

The sample columns should be couriered to the 
following address so as to reach before the last 
date of the tender:

Scientist-C, Quality Evaluation Laboratory, 
Spices Board, Sugandha Bhawan, Plarivattom 
PO, Kochi, Kerala – 682025. Ph. 0484 2333610 
(Ext. 326 / 329).

18 Compliance statement A duly signed statement of compliance, by the 
authorized company representative with each 
point in this technical specification should 
necessarily accompany the quotation without 
which the quotation will not be considered.

Data submission required: upload the details in
PDF form.

II. Filter papers and other accessories for Aflatoxins Analysis.



These have to be necessarily quoted by all parties quoting for immunoaffinity columns.

No. Specifications Details Mark 
Compliance 
(Yes/No)

1 a) Fluted filter paper with 
240mm diameter, suitable for 
mycotoxin analysis.

b) Glass micro fibre filter papers 
as per the standard procedures 
(like AOAC / ASTA 24.1) should 
be quoted even if not required 
as per the normal procedure for 
usage of the quoted columns.

Equal to the number of columns should be 
supplied. Itemised price should be quoted in 
separate document, for each type of filter paper 
and uploaded along with the quotation.

2 Any other accessories like filter 
papers required for the usage of 
columns 

Equal to the number of columns should be 
supplied. Itemised price should be quoted in 
separate document, for each item  and uploaded 
along with the quotation.

SIGN AND SEAL OF AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY OF THE BIDDER



BUYER-ADDED SPECIFIC ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS
 FOR PROCUREMENT OF  IMMUNOAFFINITY COLUMNS AND ACCESSORIES FOR AFLATOXIN
ANALYSIS FOR ALL THE 8 Nos. of QUALITY EVALUATION LABORATORIES OF SPICES BAORD 

----

2024-25

Definition of unit of purchase

One “set” of immunoaffinity columns and accessories (i.e., one unit of purchase) comprises of the following
items, which are required for one analysis of aflatoxins as per technical specifications:

1.  Immunoafinity columns (Section I, point No. 1 in table), 1 No.
2.  Fluted filter paper (Section II, point no. point 1a in table), 1 No.
3.  Glass microfiber filter paper (Section II, point no. 1b in table), 1 No. 

The requirement is for 76,750 units as above. 

Requirement of sample columns:

As per Technical Specifications document Section I Table, point 17, 10 sets (as defined above) of samples
should be submitted to the following address for evaluation. The samples should reach the below address
before the last date of the tender:

Dr Ranjith A,
Scientist C,
Quality Evaluation Laboratory,
Spices Board, Sugandha Bhavan,
Palarivattom PO, Kochi – 682025.

The technical evaluation will be deemed complete only after satisfactory performance of the sample sets
against the technical specifications. 

Compliance : A duly signed statement of compliance, by the authorised company representative with each
point in this technical specification should necessarily accompany the quotation without which the quotation  will
not be considered.  Data submission required: upload the details in PDF form.

1.  All  clauses  in  the  technical  specification  which  require  for  submission  of  data  (marked  as  “Data
submission required” in the technical specifications) shall be submitted as PDF file(s), failing which the
quotation would be considered as non-responsive and liable to be rejected.

 2. In case the Technical Specification for the item or its accessories calls for Performance Data for the quoted
item, the same has to be generated using the quoted product and submitted as PDF files complete in all
respects, clearly labeled section wise. Copies Generalized application notes or research papers will not be
accepted as proof of performance, as these may not comply with the specific requirements of the Instrument /
item required. 

3.  User’s List:  The offer should include a detailed list  of users as required in the specifications of each
equipment.

4. The quotation should be submitted quoting the lowest rate. Full details of the cost per column, cost per
pack of filter papers, cost of all other accessories quoted, taxes, freight & insurance and any other charges
should be itemized and quoted  and such split up details of price shall be uploaded separately along with the
other documents uploaded.



 5. Unit Rate :  The unit rate quoted in the bid should be inclusive of all taxes and all other charges, if any.

6.  Firm price : The price shall be firm for the entire period of supply stipulated in the Contract/Purchase
Order, so as to remain the same constant for the entire period of supply. 

 7. E M D : Rs.12,25,000/- as prescribed in the GeM tender shall be in the form of Bank Guarantee drawn in
favour of “SECRETARY, SPICES BOARD, MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, SUGANDHA
BHAWAN, N H BYE-PASS, PALARIVATTOM POST, KOCHI 682 025.   This shall be uploaded along with
the bid. 

Advisory bank : Punjab National Bank, Vennala Branch, Kochi.

EMD BG of the unsuccessful bidders will be returned immediately on finalising placement of the order on
the L-1 bidder among the offers found technically suitable. 

8.  Delivery  Schedule:  Staggered  basis  of  two  instalments,  as  per  the  requirements  indicated  in  the
Contract/Purchase Order,  i.e., delivery of the items to Quality Evaluation Laboratories of the Board located
at Kochi, Chennai, Mumbai, Tuticorin, Delhi, Guntur, Kandla and Kolkata, should be staggered as follows :
First  delivery  (50% of  the  ordered  quantity)  immediately  after  placing  the  purchase  order,  and  second
delivery for the remaining quantity of 50% after completion of six months from the date of first supply and
upon confirmation from the Board. The No. of days of the delivery period from the date of starting days of
the contract will be as given in the tender.

9. Warranty/Guarantee: If the immunoaffinity columns or any of the accessories supplied are found to be non-
compliant with technical specification of the tender / or otherwise unusable due to defects, then these should
be replaced by the bidder without any charge to the buyer. 

10. Performance Security (ePBG) : Bank Guarantee for a value of 3% of the order value, drawn in favour of
“SECRETARY,  SPICES  BOARD,  MINISTRY  OF  COMMERCE  AND  INDUSTRY,  SUGANDHA
BHAWAN, N H BYE-PASS, PALARIVATTOM POST, KOCHI 682 025 shall be furnished by the successful
bidder after having placed the Order on him.  

Advisory bank : Punjab National Bank, Vennala Branch, Kochi.

Duration of validity of the Bank Guarantee : Period upto (and including) 2 months after the completion of the
Warranty period. In case there is no warranty applicable for the selected items, then duration applies from the
date of delivery. 

11.  Quantity variation : Spices Board reserves the right to vary the total quantity of the items for which
purchase orders will be placed, by upto 30% of the requirement in the tender, at the same price,terms and
conditions of the tender, as per requirement that may arise in future but within the contractual delivery period
of the contract.

12.  Rejection :    The  items  supplied  will  be  rejected  if  the  quality  is  not  satisfactory  in  terms  of  the
specifications in the tender, and the party will be debarred from the list of suppliers on subsequent similar
incident.

13. Liquidated Damages :  In case  of delay in the delivery, liquidated damages @ 0.5% per week  or part
thereof for delayed supplies, subject to maximum of 5% of the contract value, is liable to be levied.

14. Risk Purchase Clause: In the event of failure of supply of the item within the stipulated delivery schedule,
the Board reserves the right to purchase the item from other sources at the risk and cost of the supplier under
Risk Purchase Clause.

15. Payment: The mode of payment will be as per terms and conditions in GeM.  Payment of the supplied
items will be made on receipt of the items in full and in good condition at the Board's laboratories concerned.

16.  Forfeiture  of  EMD:  EMD will  be  forfeited  if  the  tenderer  withdraws  his  tender  or  backs  out  after
acceptance, or fails to remit the performance security, or violates any of the conditions prescribed in the
tender notice, or revises any of the terms quoted, during the validity period.



17. Bid securing declaration : If the bid is withdrawn or changed the Board reserves the right to suspend
business transaction with the bidder for a period of one year.

18. Acceptance and Rejection: Spices Board reserves the right to accept whole or any part of any tender or
portion of the quantity offered or reject it in full without assigning any reason at any stage.

19. Customs Clearance:  The customs clearance duty, if any, for imported instruments has to be borne by the
bidder and only the supporting documents to clear the items shall be produced by Spices Board. The bidder
has to arrange the clearance to make the delivery at the Board's Laboratory. 

20. If an Indian Agent is involved, the following documents must be uploaded as a PDF file:

        ◦ Foreign principal’s letter indicating authorization of the Indian agent, the commission payable to the
Indian Agent (if  applicable) and the nature of after  sales service to be rendered by the Indian Agent (if
applicable). 

        ◦ Copy of the agency agreement with the foreign principal and the precise relationship between them
and their mutual interest in the business.

        ◦  The enlistment  of  the Indian  agent  with Director  General  of  Supplies  & Disposals  under  the
Compulsory Registration Scheme of Ministry of Finance. 

21. Disputes and Jurisdiction: Any legal disputes arising out of any breach of contract pertaining to this
tender shall be settled in the court of competent jurisdiction located within the city of Ernakulam, Kochi.

22. Clarification, if any, can be had  by emailing to srilatha.cm@nic.in

Agreed to the above Terms and Conditions

SIGN AND SEAL OF AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY OF THE BIDDER

This document should be duly signed and uploaded as PDF along with the bid.


